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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Cantonese Chinese were largely Toisanese peasant farmers from
southern China and the original Chinese pioneers to the United States starting in the 1800s. Recruited as cheap
labor to build the transcontinental railroad, they faced harsh discrimination and were viewed as an economic
threat during the California Gold Rush. After its completion, they were omitted from the U.S. annals and the
only national group ever to be barred from immigrating to the U.S. by the Chinese Exclusion Acts between 1882
and 1943. After World War Il, they were then viewed as communist threats. As they migrated east to New York
City, laundries and restaurants were the only occupations opened to them. They retreated to the safe havens of
New York City s Chinatown or became the lone Asians in their neighborhoods in the outer boroughs. Their
offspring are the voices in this book; they are the Chinese Americans growing up in New York City s Chinatown
between the 1940s and 1960s, a generation sandwiched between post-World War Il (1941-1945) and the Civil
Rights Movement of the 1960s. What was life in New York City s Chinatown like during that time? Their stories
are a psychosocial account capturing the bonds, the family and community networks, the struggles and the
resiliency of growing up Chinese in New York City. Their parents came from working in the rice fields of
southern China to toiling as laundry, restaurant, and garment workers in the United States. This generation
went on to become upstanding citizens working in professional fields-mostly engineering and teaching. As a
group, their accomplishments and achievements were unsurpassed. Because there were so few Chinese
Americans outside of the laundries and restaurants, their entry into many...
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