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in those meetings, Don discovered a little-known key to college admissions that still holds true today. Many
applicants look alike, based on their grades, test scores, and extracurriculars, so colleges want something
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admissions officers define it. Admissions officers have tremendous integrity, and to them, character equals
what a student will contribute to his or her community, good or bad, over the next four years. Don explains the
concept of character in terms that high school students can understand, using examples from his thirty years
of working with kids. He shows readers how to avoid the thirteen fatal character mistakes that even the
brightest students make when applying to college and democratizes the admissions process, making his advice
available to all students.
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