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been planning to procure an eventual total of 52 LCSs, but on February 24, 2014, Secretary of Defense Chuck
Hagel announced that no new contract negotiations beyond 32 ships will go forward and that the Navy is to
submit alternative proposals to procure a capable and lethal small surface combatant, generally consistent
with the capabilities of a frigate. | ve directed the Navy to consider a completely new design, existing ship
designs, and a modified LCS.
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