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Beacon Press, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. A
narrative history of the John Birch Society by a daughter of one of the infamous ultraconservative
organization s founding fathers. Named a best nonfiction book of 2013 by Kirkus Reviews and the Tampa Bay
Times Long before the rise of the Tea Party movement and the prominence of today s religious Right, the John
Birch Society, first established in 1958, championed many of the same radical causes touted by
ultraconservatives today, including campaigns against abortion rights, gay rights, gun control, labor unions,
environmental protections, immigrant rights, social and welfare programs, the United Nations, and even water
fluoridation. Worshipping its anti-Communist hero Joe McCarthy, the Birch Society is perhaps most notorious
for its red-baiting and for accusing top politicians, including President Dwight Eisenhower, of being Communist
sympathizers. It also labeled John F. Kennedy a traitor and actively worked to unseat him. The Birch Society
boasted a number of notable members, including Fred Koch, father of Charles and David Koch, who are using
their father s billions to bankroll fundamentalist andright-wing movements today. The daughter of one of the
society s first members and a national spokesman about the society, Claire Conner grew up surrounded by
dedicated Birchers and was expected to abide by and espouse Birch ideals. When her parents forced her to join
the society at age thirteen, she became its youngest member of the society. From an even younger age though,
Conner was pressed into service for the cause her father and mother gave their lives to: the nurturing and
growth of the JBS. She was expected to bring home her textbooks for close examination (her mother found
traces of Communist influence even in the Catholic school curriculum), to write letters against socialized
medicine...
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