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comprehensive a mode as possible, which are such as to enable the mechanic to obtain the solution of any
problem, simply by referring to the tables. Hence it will be seen, that those mechanics who possess very little
mathematical knowledge, will be able to obtain the solution of the most intricate problems in mechanical
science. To obtain the theoretical power of a water site or a steam engine becomes, as it were, a purely
mechanical problem; but unless the ratio of the theoretical and practical results are known, these solutions
would be of very little practical use to the mechanic. So far as circumstances would permit, this ratio of the
di>erence between theory and practice has been obtained, and the results carried out in the di>erent tables.
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