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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from State of the Union: Speech of Hon. Emerson
Etheridge, of Tennessee, Delivered in the House of Representatives, Jan, 23, 1861 Mr. Etheridge said: Mr. Speaker,
I have frequently had occasion to express my opinions in regard to matters of grave public concern, and I have
oFen done so at the risk of imputations upon my political integrity. I have too frequently found that many of
those with whom I diGered, have indulged in censure of my acts, and imputed even treason to my motives. In a
contest like this, involving as it does, the existence of the Government, and the preservation of popular freedom;
arousing as it does, the fiercest passions of rival and contending parties, a man must be at once for or against
his whole country. It matters not under what banner he arrays himself, those upon the opposite side will attach
to him the most selfish and treasonable aims. I say, therefore, in advance, that in whatever I may now say upon
the subject under consideration, I shall not seek to evade any responsibilities of that kind. I shall not attempt to
speak merely to avoid censure, or by aGectation or hypocrisy to court commendation. In what I say, I shall be
bound by a strict regard for truth. The opinions I shall avow are those sanctioned by observation and
experience; they have the approval of my heart. And the facts to which I shall refer, will, I am sure, be sustained
by the unquestioned truths of history. Sir, if I had a jury of twelve honest and unpretending men sworn well and
truly to try the issues joined between the contending...
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