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indexed. Not illustrated. 1897 Excerpt: . said to myself, what business is it of mine? | know she is sweet and pure
and--loves me. Of course, men have loved her--tried their best to win her. And what matters it if she has taken
their gifts as she has taken the gifts of the summer air, the summer flowers? Right certainly she loves me as she
never loved before. | will go and tell her that | am sorry. | will take back the ring to her! | stooped and began to
look for the blue ribband and the ring. | searched everywhere, and in the clear, lingering light of the west I could
distinguish every blade of grass. The blue ribband and the pearl ring were not there! But as | skirted the dyke-
side | found a small shoe, and a flat stone had fallen from the wall and lay partly upon the top of it. It was--well,
| knew Nance Chrystie s shoe. But then again: when Nance went indoors from the pear-tree she had gone
through, not outside the orchard. Then she must have been here again. She must have come back--of her own
accord she must have returned to the orchard. What was the white flitting owl which | saw as | came? | looked
over the dyke. There was the peartree--and--yes, something white was settled low in the crotch where we two
had sat. | was over the dyke in a moment, and Nance--Nance nestled in to...
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